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sibility in such a matter. Mr Downes tells me that
when he tried to go from Peshawar to Kafiristan, and
was seized, bound, robbed, and sent back, after he had
got twenty miles beyond the frontier, and mainly at the
instigation of the Peshawar police, the Afghans who
seized him asked him if he had committed murder or
any serious crime; because in that case they would not
rob him or send him back, but would either protect him
or let him go on among the mountains as he might
desire; but, unfortunately for his enterprise, my friend
could not claim the necessary qualifications. Behram
Khan, who murdered Major Macdonald this year of my
journey and immediately crossed the frontier, has never
been delivered up or punished, though the Amir of
Kaubul has professed great desire to get hold of him,
and has issued strict orders for his apprehension. The
having committed any serious crime, and being a fugi-
tive from justice, will secure protection among the
Afghans ; but they have a special respect for murderers,
Even that, however, is not a sufficient protection Beyond
a certain point; for, as Dr Bellew says, "if the guest be
worth it, he is robbed or murdered by his LMrc host as
soon as beyond the protecting limits of the village
boundary, if not convoyed by badraga of superior
strength." The badraga is a body of armed men who
are paid to convoy travellers through the limits of their
own territory j so that, after all, the protection is in
great part of a venal kind.

The men who crowded round us did not carry their
1 swords or matchlocks, but they all had daggers, and
some of them had been slightly wounded in the fight-
ing of the previous day. Most of the daggers were
very formidable instruments, being about a foot and
aihalf long, thick at the base, tapering gradually, very
shstrp at tiie point, sometimes round of three-cornered,
slightly Curved, and with thick, strong handles, capable